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Makin’ Tracks!

The “new” switch is in place within the curved track behind the Ochsner helipad.
While not 100% operational at time of publication, this is a huge accomplishment for
the volunteers. Glen from Air Tools gets an honorable mention for the loan of an Air
Spiker, which makes this job MUCH easier!
Bill Hamblin, Jr. photo
It has been a long, hot
summer in S.E. Louisiana,
typical of the seasonal working conditions facing professional railroaders all across
the south. For the LASTA
volunteers, it has been especially difficult given their
task of hard labor involving
track construction (without
the benefit of expensive,
modern, dedicated track
machinery).
What the LASTA “track
gang” does have at their
disposal includes an old RR
tie crane, a front end loader,
rail saw, rail drill, and a few
ingenious custom made or
adapted tools including
Richard’s homemade “tie
raiser”. Oh, and of course
lots of blood, sweat and

dedication to get the job
done.
Some weekends are better than others, with volunteer labor availability depending on personal schedules and the weather. But
one thing remains constant the desire to create a new
space around or through all
the obstacles put before
them.
It is amazing to watch
nature attempt to reclaim
this land from week to
week. Battling weeds, grass,
small trees and just about
everything in a landscaper’s
worst nightmare, the crew
will work one weekend on a
project and by the next have
to fight off the new growth
attempting to cover it.
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A heavy rain will create
“Lake LASTA” and make
work more difficult if not
impossible. The crew maintains pumps to drain the
ponding, and efforts are
underway to improve that
drainage for the future.
With “Mr. Charlie”
Gholar’s constant personal
effort, coaching and professional advice, the crew has
made steady progress with
the tie-in of the first switch
to the new yard. The next
steps will include laying
more track, ballasting and a
second switch with track for
additional equipment storage. Cooler weather can’t
come soon enough for our
LASTA “track gang”.
Bill Hamblin, Jr.
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Your Own Rail Photography, Part 1
aware of a train until it
was too late. Don’t cross
tracks too close even to
what you think is just a
cut of cars; unexpected
movements can and do
occur (as, for example,
the railroads’ own General Code of Operating
Rules, 1.20, tells you).
Also, just because
745 puts on a show for the cameras.
you’re outside the rails
Phil LaRosa photo
doesn’t mean you’re safe.
Most locomotives and
cars overhang the rails by
Amtrak’s Crescent, on its way home to New Or- a few feet on each side,
leans, catches the last rays of golden sunlight and occasionally more.
across from the LSU Dental School off of I-610 (GCOR 1.10 declares a
4/22/10
Bill Hamblin, Jr. photo position “foul” when it is
within 4 feet of the nearMany of us really enjoy seeing est rail of any track.) And if the train
good photos of trains and railroad should happen to derail while you’re
subjects. More than a few aspire to trackside, are you in a position from
take good rail photos themselves. which you can quickly get at least 30
Some even succeed. I’ve taken a few or 40 feet away from the track? Berail pictures of which I’m proud, but cause derailments often end with cars
they say even a blind pig occasionally nearly perpendicular to the track, and
finds an acorn, so that probably does- one of them spinning your way can
n’t qualify me too much. Neverthe- ruin your day in a hurry. Likewise, are
less, through trial and many errors, you shooting from the side of a road
our Editor asked me to write up some or a bridge, where a motorist too consuggestions that you might find useful cerned about a cell phone call or a cup
on your quest to take the next Photo of of coffee might run you over? Have
the Week on railpictures.net (or just you climbed up something from which
capture something you like to look at). you could easily fall? Finally, having
a photo buddy/spotter with you can
Safety first, laws second, pictures help you be aware of safety issues
(and help you find the best shot too).
third
When you go out to shoot rail phoSecondly, obey the law. Mostly
tos, remember to keep your priorities this means remembering that almost
straight. First and foremost, don’t all railroad property, and most trackeven think about taking a picture until side property, is private property.
you’ve given plenty of thought to your Don’t trespass. Ask permission. I’ve
own physical safety. Are you in a been pleasantly surprised how often
high-crime area? Are you standing on, and how much permission I’ve gotten.
or right next to a track? Remember But you don’t have a right to be on
that a train on one track doesn’t mean someone else’s property, so if you
a train won’t arrive on another track. don’t get permission, find another
Failing to recognize the possibility of location. There’s been a lot of talk
two trains on adjacent tracks has been about the Patriot Act and other laws as
a fatal mistake for many, who (in cir- claimed grounds for sometimes overcumstances that seem amazing to peo- zealous law enforcement to restrict
ple who weren’t there) did not become rail photography, and about photogra-

phers’ legal rights. With legal matters,
often the answer depends on several
details. Generally, you have the right
to stand on public property, and with
permission private property, and take
pictures of trains. But use common
sense: do you want to have to fight
criminal charges to uphold that right?
Is it worth even getting arrested? Do
you realize that in certain circumstances, you might lose? A better approach is to remember that law enforcement is often a stressful and difficult job, and being respectful and
open with law enforcement will get
you what you really want much more
often than obnoxiously asserting your
rights will. Last but not least, remember that railroads’ own police forces
are not just security guards; the law
gives them real law enforcement powers, within their jurisdictions, just like
city police and parish (county) sheriffs.
Third, and only third, after making
a strong effort to determine that
you’re safe and legal, think about the
pictures. A later article will discuss in
more detail suggestions for taking the
pictures. But for an initial suggestion,
your chance of getting a shot you like
will be better if you have seen shots
you like, and much better still if you
can say why you like them. Go to one
of the rail photography websites and
look at a dozen, or a hundred, or more,
pictures. (The author’s view is that
railpictures.net is clearly the premier
site. Note also that rrpicturearchives.net has many more pictures, and more variety; but it is not
moderated. Nobody screens pictures
for quality before posting them, so you
get a lot more boring and even bad
pictures, which can also be instructional in the sense of what not to do.
There are also other, especially more
specialized, websites.)
What makes a picture that you
like? Is it the perspective - that is, how
near or far, how much above, below,
in front of, beside, or behind the train
is the camera? Is it the lighting - that
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Your Own Rail Photography, Part 1
is, full sun, cloudy but bright, overcast, dusk, or night; sun behind the
camera, sun to the side, sun on the
opposite side of the train from the
camera; sun low in the sky or high
overhead? Is it the background/
scenery? Is it what the train is doing
(or not doing)? Is it other picture elements, such as people or animals? We
all have different preferences. The
more clearly you can say what yours
are, the better you can plan to get a
shot you’d prefer. Last but not at all
least, do plan. If you like shots with

the sun low in the sky and the shadows long, try not to go at noon. If you
like the lighting with the sun behind
the camera for brightly-lit trains, plan
afternoon shooting sessions by choosing a place where you can be on the
west side of the tracks. All of this can
be approached on a basic or an elaborate level. There is no one right answer. But you’ll probably get better
results if you think about it ahead of
time.
Maybe next time
I have been asked to write this as

the first of a series. No promises, but
future installments might well cover
perspective and lighting, basic picturetaking techniques, recommended
equipment, the digital darkroom,
printing and displaying, and other
resources and references.
David Redmann
(You may remember David as the previous Editor of The 745 Journal,
Board Member, LASTA Counsel, and
Contributing Photographer - Ed.)

Kansas City Trip Journal 2/21 - 2/30, 2006

Left to Right - Al Talbot, Millie Talbot, David
Bartee, Patti Abbott, Harry Abbott, Bruce Brown.
Kansas City Union Station 2/28/06
Louis Saillard photo
The following was lifted directly from
Patti Abbott’s 2006 LASTA KCS Trip
Journal. Pass a good time with the
crew as Patti recounts arriving in
Kansas City to bring Mardi Gras to
the Midwest - Ed.
Tuesday, 2/21/06
6:30am Left LASTA yard 7:05am
Public Belt picked us up
10:15am Arrived at KCS yard.
Spilled oil. Fuel delivery line from the
Tender to Engine disconnected. Was

told it was less than a
barrel. Hazardous Material truck came to clean
up.
11:30am Diesel engine
came to pick us up.
1:15pm Leaving the KCS
yard.
1:30pm Stopped at LaBarre and Airline by railroad dispatcher. We were
able to eat at McDonald's
while waiting (big budget
trip)
3:20pm Leaving LaBarre
and Airline Yippee!
3:40pm Stopped 1/2 mile
down track. 4:10pm leaving for ?????
4:15pm stopped.
4:20pm started again.
4:40pm Junction 435
KCS Control Point Frell-

4:45pm On
sen.
5:00pm Norco
5:40pm Made it past Reserve. All
clapped. :)
6:45pm broke down just south of
Gonzales.
Wednesday, 2/22/06
10:50am Men meeting about what to
do.
11:30am Getting ready to move train
back and take rods off.

(Have been vacillating all morning as
to whether to continue on or go back
to New Orleans. Decision up to KCS
and Crew.
1:00pm Millie and I fixed Roast Beef
and Potato Casserole (Millie cooked).
Guys worked on Engine Rods. We
(Millie and me) took a nap.
4:30pm Robbie Jacobs (Richie's wife)
took Millie and me to take a bath at
their house. Great!
7:00pm Louis bought pizza for everyone. Robbie and I went to Papa John's
and Super Saver. Bought Cokes, water
and buns. Long hard frustrating day.
Having a good talk and visit tonight.
9:10pm Plan at this time: Work on
finishing removing rods. Leave for
KC tomorrow evening.
Thursday, 2/23/06
KCS is supposed to come at 6:00am.
Then we heard 9:00am! Found out
KCS had taken that engine for another
job. We ate breakfast: sausage gravy,
biscuits and grits.
8:20am Making grocery list and
straightening up Jefferson Car. Guys
are working on rods.
4:40pm Ready to leave for Kansas
City. Waiting for KCS Engine. We
have no idea as to when they will
come and get us so Millie and I are
going to Wal-Mart to get extra supplies
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Kansas City Trip Journal 2/21 - 2/30, 2006
Friday, 2/24/06
10:15am KCS Diesel arrived. We left
at 11:00am. :)
Over the bridge and thru Exxon and
Ethyl we go.
1:30pm Leaving Baton Rouge. Ate
lunch and still worrying that something will happen. Think positive! :)
5:15pm Stopped to get diesel for KCS
Engine.
6:00pm Ate supper.
8:45pm Stopped. David Bartee and
Ted Wax ate. Bill to eat later. We sent
burgers for Harry.
Between 10:00pm and Midnight KCS
made a crew change and didn't know
we (LASTA) were making one too.
Bill, Harry and Ray were on the
ground heading to the crew car when
the train started to move. The Crew
car door had been closed too soon. It
was cold and raining outside and they
had to run, shout and throw rocks to
get our attention in the Jefferson Car
to let them in. At this point I heard
Bill shouting and rocks hitting the car
and said “I hear Bill” and we all
dashed to the back of the Jefferson
Car to open the door and stairs so they
could get on. It was at this point that it
was decided that when you got on or
off the Engine you had to sign in and
out so this would not happen again.
One person each day was assigned
this job to make sure we didn't leave
anyone. That was not a fun part.

3:00pm Stopped at Marble Mountain,
checking bearings, maybe grease
them. This is a beautiful place with
lots of cows.
5:00pm Started supper and ate at
7:00pm It is hard to cook on a moving
train that is not made to cook in like
the passenger trains. Riding along in
cold, shaky Jefferson Car. The sun
was out and it was a really great day.
Millie and I sorted beads to throw at
Kansas City when we come into the
Station. After supper we talked and
visited. David blowing whistles a lot
and it sounds really pretty reverberating thru the mountains. :) Traveled all
night, the breaker switch went off and
left us with no heater and no water. It
was a very cold and long night. We all
slept in our clothes and under as many
blankets as possible. Woke up to
lights and a lot of whistle blowing.
6:30am Arrived in Kansas City, Mo.
7:00am Arrived at Union Station. We
went to the Westin Hotel and got our
rooms. Our room was 1355 with a
beautiful view of Union Station and
lots of space in the room. Took a
shower and changed clothes and then
went to brunch with Andi Udris and
his wife Cindy and daughter. After
brunch we went on the “back of the
station” tour. Very interesting. We
then proceeded to our train and
showed Andi, etc, around. After they
left we all cleaned and
straightened the cars. Not
too sure about the plans
for the train and gift
shop. Will have meeting
with Union Station and
see what is up. Went to
supper with Millie and
Al at Midano's Italian
Restaurant. Enjoyed ourselves. After supper we
went to a 7:30pm meeting in the Jefferson Car
(ended at 9:00pm).

After coffee, Harry and the guys went
to the train. Millie and I went to the
Mall and shopped. Robbie joined us
there. I think she flew up but not sure.
We had a good day. Robbie and Millie
went to the movie and I went back to
the train to get some work done. Went
back to the room and got cleaned up
for dinner. Ate dinner with Millie and
Al then came back to the room and
went to bed.
Tuesday, 2/28/06
MARDI GRAS DAY
Most of the guys went to fire up 745
and get her ready to come in officially
on Mardi Gras Day. There were people from the Newspaper and one of
the TV stations there. They took a lot
of pictures and asked us lots of questions. Millie, Louis, Glenn and I went
to breakfast and then to the train. Had
a really good time greeting the train
and giving out beads. Danced to the
band with Glenn. Millie and I were in
the Kansas City Star newspaper on
Wednesday with the train. Not a big
crowd but the word is out. Stood
around and talked and took pictures.
Millie and I set up the Gift Shop. After taking inventory and setting up, we
went inside Union Station to take a
back scene tour with Bill. This was a
great tour and lasted about 2 hours.
Very nice and knowledgeable man.

Saturday, 2/25/06
6:30am Awoke around DeQueen,
Arkansas. Going to fix breakfast. Had
a good night. Engine NOKC TFM
1412 to Heavener.
10:30am David woke and ate.
11:00am Crew change. Scenery
changing. Good to begin to see mountains.
11:30am Stopped at Heavener, Arkansas. Harry and Bill got on the Engine,
Keith and Gerry got off.
12:45pm Left Heavener. Bruce is 50
miles south of Fort Smith, Arkansas. Monday, 2/27/06
In a classic railroad photograph, the KC Trip
Today is going to be a sunny and cool 6:00am Got up and went crew poses in front of 745 at KCS Union Station
to have coffee with Andi. 2/28/06.
day.
Tony Fey photo
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He volunteered his time for these
tours. Later we all went out to supper
at Jack Stack Bar-b-que restaurant and
then came back to the hotel. We
passed a good time!

off on their own. Harry, David and I
went to the Science Museum. We had
a really good time just doing whatever
we wanted. Harry and I rode a bike on
the tight wire. Fun! After that Harry
and I had a burger and David went to
the sports exhibit. Harry and I bought
a few souvenirs and then went to the
train to meet with the Gift Shop personnel. After the meeting we came
back to the room.

organized our suitcases. Headed to the
lobby now to get rental car. Shuttle
took us to get the truck and we loaded
it and left for home. Al, Millie and
David flew home. The rest of the crew
either rented cars or flew.

ties, the benefits of paying attention
and respecting these tough, dedicated
men that had toiled in an industry they
loved for many years. I was treated
with respect and care as I now believe
they understood my position of coming out into the world.
A gesture that a young man was
being accepted into the group was for
him to be invited to share a “sip of
coffee” with his crew members. On a
train it was usually from a Thermos
flask, but it could be from a recycled
flask that may have been a liquor container. The coffee was always served
in a paper cup and was never more
than two or three ounces. One of the
“old timers” referred to this amount as
“just enough to make a cigarette taste
good”.
I remember fondly the many mornings of the coffee saga that took place
in the caboose of train No. 53, the
local train service between Avondale
and Morgan City, Louisiana. The crew
laid over in Morgan City three nights
a week and the train crew lived in the
caboose. The caboose was equipped
with bunks that were suspended from
the ceiling and were raised during the
day when not in use. The caboose was
like a camp for the train crew
(conductor and brakemen); usually
four men.

Usually the oldest brakemen in the
crew chose to work the caboose since
the position was not always involved
in switching operations. By virtue it
wa s u nd er s to o d he was the
“housekeeper” and the “coffee
maker”. In this case he was A.A.
Capo; simply called “Cap”. The conductor was P.E. Murtagh, a kind, gentle person but one who savored the
persona of a tough guy. P.E. could be
gruff and would act in a threatening
manner - especially on winter mornings when “Cap” would make too
much noise restarting the fire in the
coal heater and making the coffee.
The rest of us would get a kick out of
the threat but never made any noise as
we did not want to bear the wrath of
“Pistol” as the old Conductor was
nicknamed.
My most cherished memory is
waking up early in the morning to a
tin cup clanking against the galvanized on inch air pipe and “Cap” calling out in a moderate, high-pitched
voice: “Coffee time on the SP Line!”
That was his way of telling us it was
time to get up; the bugle call. He
served us coffee in bed. Nothing
fancy; black coffee sweetened in the
pot and served in a paper cup - just as
Pistol had served 15 years earlier.
Ray Duplechain

Wednesday, 2/29/06
Millie, Al, Harry, David Bartee and I
went to breakfast together. After
breakfast Harry and I checked on a car
rental and then we all went to Union
Station. In the theater and crew cars.
We locked up the things that we were Thursday, 2/30/06
not taking home. Millie and Al took 6:00am Got up, took a shower and

This is a true story. No names were
changed, and events happened as written as best as I can remember. No one
could make up a story like this! So
goes another LASTA trip.
Patti Abbott

Rail Tales

In 1955 I went to work as a
Brakeman on the Southern Pacific
Railroad in Lafayette, Louisiana. It
was just six weeks past my eighteenth
birthday, and this was my first real
job. It took me away from home and
into the real world of railroading. I
was working with men - some older
than my grandparents, some the same
age as my parents.
Almost instantaneously I was provided with many opportunities, circumstances and nuances of adult life
so necessary to become a working
man. I picked up the impetuous, brash
and foolish banter of my older peers.
I also learned my work responsibili-
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Members Train Pics

Millie Talbot (left) and Patti Abbott (right) at KCS
Union Station, Kansas City, MO 2/28/06
Kansas City Star photo
LASTA’s Glacier, a retired Southern Railway Pullman, lies
at rest in front of the now converted Sears building 10/26/08.
Bill Hamblin, Jr. photo

Harry Abbott works on 745’s rods at KCS Union
Station 5/1/06
Patty Abbott photo

A fork lift is brought in to assist with the heavy lifting while repairing bearings at KCS Union Station
5/3/06.
Patty Abbott photo

A relic of the once golden age of railroading, the vestibule of the Glen Pond shows its age at LASTA’s
yard 10/26/08.
Bill Hamblin, Jr. photo
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Volunteer Spotlight - “Mr. Charlie” Gholar
came over one day,”
Mr. Charlie recalls,
“and he told me if I
felt like volunteering,
here was his number
to call after I retired,
and I did.”
He is a personable,
yet humble man, not
quick to tout his own
abilities. However, his
hard work speaks for
itself, and fellow
LASTA volunteers are
quick to sing his
praises.
The
volunteers
look to Mr. Charlie for
all things track related
and treat him with the
respect he has earned
over his many years
on the job. After all, a
track failure can be
catastrophic not only
for equipment, but
more importantly for
the health and safety
of the volunteers. The
Mr. Charlie strikes a pose as he supervises the recent Yard relocation
has “gone well so far,”
unloading of the Bisso Engine. 5/3/2010
Bill Hamblin, Jr. photo Mr. Charlie says.
Soft-spoken, but carrying a big
spike maul: that’s LASTA volunteer
“Mr. Charlie” Gholar.
We often get focused on the locomotives and rail cars, yet without
track, there would be no railroad
trains, and no place to display SP 745.
Mr. Charlie has assisted LASTA with
track work and other engineering projects since his retirement from the
Kansas City Southern R.R.
Mr. Charlie worked as a trackman
for KCS for 39 years, including work
as a machine operator on tie inserters,
tie handlers, and ballast regulators,
among other track equipment.
While at the KCS, Mr. Charlie
became acquainted with Bruce Brown
when LASTA was moving some
crossties from the KCS yard. “Bruce

site. He was cutting rail with a heavy
rail saw, slicing some bolts off with a
torch, tightening others with this 5-ft.
long wrench, and pounding spikes
with machine-like precision. He just
doesn’t stop. I probably looked like a
clumsy teenager trying to swing a pick
next to him and he has 20 years on
me.”
Mr. Charlie is one of those proud
men who lead by example. His vast
knowledge and years of experience
show in his work ethic and his on-thejob performance. If Mr. Charlie says
do it this way or that, you may as well
be reading it from a textbook.
Mr. Charlie and his family live on
his farm in Prentiss, Miss., where they
raise horses and goats. “I have a good
family,” he says, “they are very supportive of my work with LASTA.”
And we are grateful to his family
for sharing him with us. Few people
are fortunate enough to love their
life’s work enough to make it their
hobby. Mr. Charlie strikes us as one of
those men who, if he stopped working, would cease to “exist”. With no
shortage of LASTA track work challenges now or in the future, we are
sure Mr. Charlie will have plenty to
build and repair, while teaching all of
us his craft, kicking it “old school”.
Bill Hamblin recounts working Jonathan Sturges/Bill Hamblin, Jr.
with Mr. Charlie, once when replacing
a broken rail
and re-aligning
a switch, and
again
when
building a panel
track on a lowboy trailer to
transport
the
Bisso engine. “I
did work with
him and several
others a couple
of times on our
‘track
gang.’
He may be retired, but he
Mr. Charlie plays out the winch line to attach to the Bisso
kicked all of our
Engine’s tender, 5/3/2010
Bill Hamblin, Jr. photo
butts on the job
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A Look Back At 10 Years Of 745 Journals

2001- 2011
We continue in this edition to celebrate the 10 year anniversary of the
745 Journal, and remember the many
accomplishments of our talented and
dedicated volunteers. In our previous
edition, we left off in 2004 with the
work in progress to prepare for the
Louisiana Purchase Bicentennial Tour.
The next edition picked up with stories
about the first break-in run on 12/4/04,
with engineer Bill Johnson, (then)
Fireman David Bartee, and Bill Morris
and Keith Bonnette assisting. We also
read an open letter from Bruce Brown
looking for input on LASTA’s future
direction.
In 2005 we read about the February
and March break-in runs to Reserve
and Baton Rouge and the welcome
home party for the engine (“LASTA
Jamboree”) at a yard “jammed with
hundreds of people”. The party featured Engineer Bill Johnson picking
his banjo with Cajun folk singer Papillon, food and drinks and the LASTA
Gift Shop. The proposed 2005 LA
Bicentennial train schedule was published, and stories were written about
the Jefferson restoration and its completion as it sat at NOUPT preparing
for the first leg of the Bicentennial
tour.
We saw lots of great photos in the
Summer 2005 edition, which recapped
the Bicentennial Tour. Many memorable shots of 745 were taken on this
trip, and they have been used in calen-

dars, brochures, on the website, and
sold in the gift shop. Among these are
Johnny Brown’s kudzu shot at Vicksburg, MS, Bill Johnson’s engineer’s
seat shot going up the Huey P. Long
Bridge, Ed Ernewein’s crew photo at
the former SP Yards in Lafayette, Leo
Persick’s shot at Morgan City, Brian
LeFleur’s photo of 745 crossing the
Atchafalaya at Morgan City, and his
westbound bridge shot at Baldwin,
LA.
Readers were treated to recollections of stories from stops in Crowley,
DeQuincy’s Railroad Festival, Morgan
City, DeRidder, Leesville, Shreveport,
and Jackson. We also were fortunate
enough to have Paul Burns take a
photo of Otha Green at the throttle of
745 on one of these visits. Otha is a
retired KCS “hogger” (engineer) and
first African-American locomotive
engineer in Louisiana.
The bearing issues that 745 experienced, along with its compressor failure, were well documented during the
State Tour. But just as we told of those
challenges, we also brought you the
good news of LASTA crewmembers
overcoming them with ingenuity and a
little help from friends along the way.
Those friends included engineers, machinists, and the Austin Steam Train
Association – which supplied a rebuilt
air compressor from sister engine 748
all the way from Texas – that allowed
745 to complete the State Tour.
The Fall 2005 edition sported the
headline Katrina! SP745 Survives
Storm, and told of how fortunate we
were to have had 745’s damage limited to a cracked Fireman’s side window and torn and tattered flags. Subsequent editions told of LASTA regrouping to take a “Mardi Gras Train”
to Kansas City, Missouri’s newly reopened Union Station. Dubbed the
“Spirit of Louisiana” (the logo still
remains on the tender), the train’s
theatre cars were filled with Mardi
Gras exhibits and were welcomed with
great fanfare into town on Mardi Gras
Day.

Next we would read stories of 745
attending festivals and pulling excursions in towns such as Liberty and
Kearney, Missouri from May to July
of 2006. Then on down to Pittsburg,
Kansas on the WATCO line, 745
would once again thrill passengers
during several revenue excursions.
Prior to returning home, 745 would
return to Kansas City, pick up some
private cars, and head back south to
home rails. But on the way back
home, 745 would break down near
DeQueen, Arkansas in what would
later come to be known as a “low water incident”. In later editions we
would learn that only minor repairs
were necessary, and 745 was shortly
thereafter cleared by the FRA to resume operation. Readers would also
be informed that the donations received from the Missouri trips were
given to local (New Orleans) recreation departments in fulfillment of part
of LASTA’s mission to assist disadvantaged children. And after Katrina,
that was just what the doctor ordered.
Also during this time, an announcement was made of the “745 Club”,
lifetime membership into which was
made possible by a donation of $745
to LASTA. With the Spring 2006 edition, David Redmann became the third
editor of the 745 Journal, and it was
his sad task in the Summer 2006 edition to announce the passing of long
time member Mike Hankins, to whom
that edition was dedicated (and the
crew car named in his honor).
In our final installment, we will remember whistle thieves, annual inspections and the introduction of the
Volunteer Spotlight. Even more
Steamfests would be covered, , and yet
more movie roles for 745. We would
finally get the Bisso engine to the
yard, revive 748, and get an eviction
notice from Ochsner. And somewhere
in there, LASTA will gain a new President and it’s fourth 745 Journal editor. All that and more in the Winter
745 Journal.
Bill Hamblin, Jr.
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Du Voyage Dans Mes Yeux
2009? Wow!
I have been
railroading
for
over 20 years now
and I have got to
say that my time
around
LASTA
and SP 745 has
been the best times
of my steam career. The good
times and the not
so good times –
these all made us
who we are today.
I fondly recollect the trips that
745 made back in
July and August
2006 going from
Union Station to
Liberty and Kearney, Missouri, and
then on to Pittsburg, Kansas. The
trips we made in
that month’s span,
between those 3
Posing for a 2006 snapshot in Liberty, Missouri are towns, are the best
Tom and Sandy Williams with grandchildren Kate & times I’ve ever had
Jackson (center), and Doug Bratcher (far right). Engi- steam railroading.
neer and author David Bartee holds the oil can (far
I remember 745
left).
Chuck Hatler photo going from Union
Station, down to
I know LASTA is moving forward the “Big” Yard in Kansas City, trains
– onward and upwards. Before we above us, trains below us, trains on
journey any further, I invite you to each side of us, track gangs, draw
share a few minutes and reminisce bridges. We were a full scale railroad
with me, about where LASTA has scene at work. From there it was on to
been through my eyes.
the BNSF and then interchanging on
I sit here remembering the hydros, WATCO lines.
talks about sweat equity, the break in
745 and her crew were welcomed
trips, the Bicentennial Train, Union with open arms in Liberty, Missouri
Station, crawfish boils, working side by its towns people, but particularly
by side with Doyle McCormack, rid- by Tom and Sandy Williams, Kate &
ing with no side rods at 40 mph, and Jackson their grandchildren, and Doug
the excitement of making a scene for Bratcher, a local craftsman extraordithe Big Screen.
naire. I stayed with Tom and Sandy
I keep wondering where has the 80% of the time we were in Kansas
time gone? Where is it going? Has it City. They had big meals prepared for
really been almost 7 years since the the entire crew, and there we several
first break in runs? Did we really fin- other LASTA members who stayed
ish filming Jonah Hex in June of with them as well. They played a big

role in getting 745 to Liberty.
After Liberty, it was on to Kearney
for the sesquicentennial with the
mayor on the engine, watching the
police and the fire departments clear
hundreds and hundreds of people
away from the VFW so that 745 could
make her entrance. What a 4th of July
that was! And who can forget the
Mexican restaurant that had the frozen
blue…well maybe we should forget
that!
These were all happy times that
enabled us to put things like Hurricane
Katrina and job issues in the background for a little while as we made
new friends, reconnected with old
ones, and kept history and the Spirit of
Louisiana alive.
I would like to share a letter with
you that I submitted to the crew page
on August 9, 2006, with just a bit of
editing. As many of you know, I have
taken a step back from steam over the
past 2 years, I am now working for a
short line in Fort Worth, Texas, and
this has given me time to really reflect
and focus on some great memories.
“On Friday, August 4th, 745 set
out from Union Station for Pittsburg,
KS. Keith Bonnette got up early in the
morning and had everything ready to
go for our main line experience. Bill
Morris started the trip and fired extremely well going to Drexel where we
took on water and greased the engine.
During that 50 mile stint the infamous
bushings all ran between 140 –160
degrees. The engine ran between 20 –
40 MPH. The Engineers side #4 bushing was at 160 and it was greased 2
times prior to arriving in Drexel to get
everything running consistent. After
leaving Drexel, 745 stretched her legs
and got up to track speed running 50
MPH for the next 20 miles while Keith
Bonnette took over firing and did a
fine job on the mainline. After that 20
mile stint, 745 allowed then LASTA
President’s dream to come true. Keith
graciously stepped out of the fireman’s seat and allowed Fireman
Bruce "Hazy Stack" Brown the oppor-
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Du Voyage Dans Mes Yeux
tunity to fire the rest of the trip into
Pittsburg. Shortly after Hazy Stack
took over the firing quadrant, 745 was
up to a new track speed of 55 MPH
(Bruce told me he always wanted to
fire on the mainline at 55 mph, another dream for Hazy Stack came true
that day!!). We ran there for about 20
miles until we found a shady overpass
and the grease crew came down and
did their thing...everything was consistently running between 150 and 160
degrees….and then the engine chuffed
o n in to P i tt sb u rg , K a n sa s…
…..Finally!!!……….. Flawlessly!!!
….and not on FIRE!!!!!!!
LASTA has a new "Rocket Gun" to
help grease the bearings and bushings
now, and it is proving to be very dependable (Thank you Ray Landry!!).
Each time the rocket gun came out I
could hear ole Mike Hankins saying
"This makes me happy – because the
engine is getting greased right, but it
makes me sad—because I can't get
grease all over everybody". This trip
did exactly what it was supposed to; it
gave the bushings time to seat in and
make grease crevices, all the bushings
are taking about 1 stick of grease except the main which is taking 1 ½ to 2
sticks… very acceptable!!!!

Before the first trip on Saturday we
had a visit from our friends in Liberty,
who trekked down for the special
weekend runs. The first Saturday trip
marked Richie Jacobs firing LASTA
745's first 2 revenue passenger train
rides. Richie did a great job firing
745. He also later installed a camera
on the side of 745 and got some great
action shots with a different perspective.
The 3rd trip of the day had shared
firing duties between Bill Morris and
Gerry Lynch. Both men did a great
job, and Gerry did an excellent job
firing the WATCO special that left at
6pm that evening when we pulled the
founder of WATCO, Dick Webb and
his family.
Sunday was more of the same with
the LASTA firemen and 745 performing like ole pros. Monday, we left out
of Pittsburg with Keith Bonnette at the
firing valve and 745 ran from Pittsburg to Drexel (approx. 80 miles)
between 40 and 55 MPH with bearing
temperatures running consistent. The
hottest they got were 174 degrees.
Richie Jacobs took over for the last 25
miles of the trip and handled unexpected situations with great calmness.
Roger Quinlan got to ride in the cab

the last 15 miles into Kansas City.
When we arrived back at Union
Station, no one knew whether to collapse from exhaustion, or to buy new
tooth brushes to keep the newly found
dearly missed smiles crisp and bright.
(Smile Mr. Harry!)
This trip had a few set backs, but
not from 745, she performed beautifully, I know dreams were realized,
prayers were answered, and toasts
were made this trip. Kansas City was
a good thing for 745!!!! This trip was
the most gratifying of my career.”
I know that you all are doing a lot
of hard track work right now. I know
that you are doing painstaking projects
on 745 and around the yard. Just
please remember not only are you
preserving history, but you are making
it as well.
I can’t reiterate enough how grateful I am to be a part of the LASTA
family and share all of the experiences
we’ve had together. Thank you for
making a LASTA-ing impression on
me and my family!
Que Dieu vous (te) bénisse!!
David Bartee, Railroad Engineer

LASTA Model Train Raffle Tickets Available

We would like to remind everyone
that raffle tickets are still available to
take a chance on winning one of two
custom painted and lettered LASTA
train sets. These are HO scale sets
comprised of a Mikado engine with
Vandy tender, the crew car, both theatre cars, and the Jefferson.
LASTA volunteer, KCS employee
and CCMRC club member Phil
LaRosa painted the sets and installed

custom decals on the engines and all
the cars. The sets come complete with
a custom made lockable, wooden display cabinet with Plexiglas front
crafted by LASTA volunteer and master woodworker Roger Brown.
A donation of $1.00 per chance is
asked as a contribution towards
LASTA’s anticipated appearances
during the 2012 Louisiana Statehood
Celebration.

Visit our website at www.lasta.org
to enter the drawing and donate via
PayPal. Enter as many times as you
like - and at only $1.00 per chance,
it’s a bargain! We will draw two winners at the end of the tour on 8/14/11.
Not available ANYWHERE else,
these superb models are true collectors
items and a great way to show your
support of LASTA.
Bill Hamblin, Jr.
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At The Throttle With Bill Morris

The President’s Column
The President’s Column

Gretna Fest: At the beginning of

2006. I will only address the one governing the election here. Once Alison
has completed the changes, the new
by-laws will be posted to the LASTA
Crew and Members Yahoo Groups.
Article 4 Section 4.2.A: Delete:
beginning with the 2nd sentence to the
end of the paragraph. Add: Directors 1
thru 6 will be elected by the Board of
Directors. Directors 7 thru 9 will be
elected by “Crew Members”. Crew
Members must be “Active Members”
and have been admitted to the Yahoo
LASTA Crew Group.
Directors 10 and 11 will be elected
by the “General Membership”. Terms
will be for 2 years, except for the even
numbered Board members who will
be up for reelection in 2012. The following elections will re-elect odd
numbered Board members in the odd
years (2013, 2015 etc. etc.) and the
even numbered Board members in the
even years (2012, 2014 etc. etc.). Directors to determine how each position
number will be assigned. This assignment will be maintained by the Secretary in the minutes and separately by
the President.

September we received word that we
were invited back to Gretna Fest, and
for the last few weeks we have been
working on the arrangements to make
the trip back to Gretna. We are also in
the middle of the Annual Inspection,
which we need to complete before we
can make the trip. This year Gretna
Fest will be on 7, 8, & 9 October. We
plan to travel over to Gretna on 6 Oct.
and return on the 10th. We will be
making announcements on both the
LASTA Crew Yahoo Group and the
LASTA Members Yahoo Group when
all the arrangements have been finalized.
Yard Relocation Project: With the
very hot weather we had during the
General Membership Meeting last couple of months the heavy track
and Board Elections: This years work slowed down. With the onset of
meeting will be on Thursday, 3 No- some cooler weather and the acquisivember, at 6:00 PM in the Sea Island tion of a pneumatic spike driver, we
at our yard located at 1601 Jefferson have finished relocating the switch we
Hwy. The entrance is right behind the
old Sears Warehouse, now a new
Ochsner parking garage. At the last
Board meeting there were some bylaw changes made to simplify the
election process and all 11 Board
members will be up for reelection.
The next paragraph will be the new
pulled up from our yard and made the
by-laws governing this election.
connection to an old track that was
By-Law Changes for this Elec- discovered while preparing the ground
for the new yard. This track runs up to
tion: There were several articles
the helicopter pad road crossing. We
changed and new ones added at the
plan to put several non operating cars
last Board meeting based on the First
and/or pieces of equipment into this
Amended and Restated By-Laws from
track and then swing the switch over

Last year LASTA
spent $23,000.00
more than we
took in.

to run a new track west across the
back of the Sears Warehouse parking
lot. The space created when the switch
was removed has been filled in and
track four is back in service. We will
evaluate the need for another track
across the back of the old Sears Warehouse parking lot and if needed we
have enough material to construct one
or two more tracks.

Louisiana Statehood Bicentennial
Trip: We received word in early August that the railroads would not be
able to accommodate us for another
trip around the state. At least for now
it looks like this trip will not happen.
We will be staying in touch with the
statehood Bicentennial Commission
with the hopes that we may be able to
make it out to a couple of the events in
the local area.

New Yard Update: We have not
heard back from the owners of the
property in Westwego concerning
their donation of land for a permanent
yard and museum. This location
would probably not be suitable for
operations other than some occasional
switching. We will keep you posted
on these developments as soon as we
get word.
Our Financial Future: Last year
LASTA spent $23,000.00 more than
we took in. We are surviving mainly
on the income from the “Jonah Hex”
movie we did in the summer of 2009.
For this and several other reasons I
have been actively trying to get us a
piece of track on which we can begin
to run a tourist railroad operation for a
steady source of income. The main
location I have been working on for
the last 3 years, the Gloster Southern
that ran for 34 miles between Slaughter, LA and Gloster MS has been
pulled up. The right of way has not
been abandoned yet and there is some
effort to have it put in the Rails to
(Continued on page 12)
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Trails program, which
would keep the right of
way in place for use as a
railroad again if needed. I
have talked with the
Mayor of Gloster, which
owns the closed Georgia
Pacific plywood plant,
and they are actively
searching for a new tenant
for the facility. I know
this is a very long shot but
I will stay in touch with
those working on this project.
We are also keeping up
with what is happening
with the Lockport Branch
out of Raceland. The
process has started for the
abandonment of 11 miles
of track between Raceland
and Valentine. The track
is in very bad shape but at
least it is still there. This
is part of the old SP and
745 probably operated on
this branch at some time
during her 35 years of
service on the SP.
We are also looking
into what possibilities, if
any, may exist on the
Pearl River Valley RR
that runs between Picayune and Nicholson, MS.
This is four to six miles of

track that is also in bad
shape but still in place.
The city of Picayune has
built a shed over their
Shay engine and made a
very nice display area in
town. This shows some
interest from the city in
railroad preservation.
There are several other
locations we are looking
at but they are rather short
and some have had the rail
picked up so this would be
very costly to replace.

We will always
have room for
more active
members
Before we had to move
our yard back we could at
least have a few steamups a year to produce
some additional income
from the general public.
At this time Steam Fest
and Gretna fest does not
produce enough net income to pay for our yearly
expenses.
If anyone has any ideas
please pass them on to me
or other Board Members
so we can check into the
possibility of a place to

Louisiana Steam Train Association
P.O. Box 1084
Metairie, LA 70004
Phone: 504-897-2464
Fax: 413-832-5556
Email: 745journal@lasta.org

Richard Jacobs at Gretna Fest 2010. Richard has volunteered to assume the responsibilities of CMO (Chief
Mechanical Officer) for LASTA, succeeding Gerry
Lynch.
Bill Hamblin, Jr. photo

operate or other sources of
income. We would like to
stay as close to Southeast
LA as possible.

Officer Changes:
Gerry Lynch has stepped
down as our CMO. He
will still be around as our
mechanical consultant and
work with Richie Jacobs
who will be our new
CMO. I want to thank
Gerry for a job well done
and many hours of his
time and knowledge given
to keeping 745 operational. I want to also thank
Richie for stepping up to
the plate to fill this very
important position with
LASTA. Richie also has a
good working knowledge
of 745, steam engines in
general, and the mechanical skills needed to be our
new CMO. Richie has
been with 745 ever since
she was being prepared
for her move from Audubon Park.

In Closing: I want to
thank our Team Leaders
and Crew Members for all
the work they have accomplished over the last
quarter. I also want to
thank our members for
their support with their
membership. We will always have room for more
active members, so if you
want to get more active
with the organization,
come out on Saturday
mornings. Invite family
members and friends to
join you and feel the satisfaction that comes from
keeping 745 and LASTA
moving forward.
Bill Morris
LASTA President

